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Governor Randolph only after Patrick Henry, elected by the
legislature, had declined to serve, Henry was one of the few
great Virginians opposed to the Convention. He remained at
home, Madison was afraid, in order to be free to approve or
disapprove "the results of the Convention" which might then
"receive its destiny from his omnipotence/* The Convention dele-
gates in Philadelphia on the 16th agreed that till there should
be a majority of seven states represented they would meet at one
each afternoon. Then those present went to dine with Franklin.
At an age when most men are content to sit quiet in their
houses, Franklin had lately built an addition to his, which since
his return from Paris had come to seem too small for him, his
daughter Sarah Bache and her husband, and six grandchildren,
He needed a library to accommodate the many books he had
brought home from Europe, and a room large enough for guests
at dinner or conference. In this room, he carefully explained to
his sister Jane Mecom in Boston, he could "dine a Company of
24 Persons, it being 16 feet wide and SOX long; and it has 2
Windows at each End, the North and South, which will make it
an airy Summer Hoom; and for Winter there is a good Chimney
[fireplace] in the Middle, made handsome with marble Slabs."
According to an unpublished inventory of his household goods,
he had eighteen new mahogany and twenty-four white Windsor
chairs. Here the Supreme Executive Council occasionally met
instead of at the State House; and the American Philosophical
Society, of which Franklin was president. Here the newly organ-
ized Society for Political Enquiries had met on May 11, to hear
and discuss a paper by Tench Coxe on a commercial system for
the United States. And now the delegates to the Federal Conven-
tion foi the first time sat down to din© together at Franklin's long
mahogany table with the silver and fine porcelain he had accu-
mulated in England and France as well as in America. Busts of
great men (including Houdon's and Cafflerfs of Franklin him-
self) looked down from their places on the walls, and a tall clock,
which had Franklin's portrait painted on the dial* ticked at the
foot of the stairs outside the door.
Whatever tibe diners may have had to say about their federal
undertaking, no record of it has survived. Franklin, two days
later, wrote to an old English friend, Thomas Jordan, to acknowl-
edge tie gift of a cask of beer from Jordan's brewery in London.

